
/

April 8, 2020

April 8, 2020

US District Judge issues Consent Order canceling April 14th hearing.

Federal Consent Order [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-04/2020%2004-08%20Consent%20Order%20%5BDkt.%2016%5D.pdf]

County's statement on order:

Marietta, GA -- The County has mutually agreed with Sterigenics to maintain the status quo under the existing Temporary Restraining Order (TRO), in light of the ongoing pandemic health crisis and emergency orders.

A hearing on the TRO will occur at some point in the future regarding the operating status of the facility and its necessary occupancy and hazardous classi�cations.  

The County stands behind the work exhibited by our Fire Marshal and Chief Building Of�cial in their continued efforts to protect the County’s public from potential hazards and harms, regardless of origin.   Public

Safety has always been, and will remain, the County’s focus regarding this issue.

-----

April 1, 2020

US District Judge issues restraining order allowing Sterigenics unrestricted operations for 14 days.

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-04/2020%2004-08%20Consent%20Order%20%5BDkt.%2016%5D.pdf


/

Sterigenics Restraining Order [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-04/show_temp.pdf]

-----

March 30, 2020

Sterigenics �les lawsuit against Cobb County and of�cials in U.S. Federal Court.

Sterigenics Lawsuit Complaint [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-04/1.pdf]

-----

March 26, 2020

Chairman Mike Boyce responds to concerns over his Limited Emergency Authorization to allow Sterigenics to reopen.

Boyce Reply to Concerns [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-03/Boyce%20Statement%20Mar%2026.pdf]

-----

March 25, 2020

Chairman Mike Boyce issues emergency order to allow operations at Sterigenics.

Sterigenics Release Emergency Order [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-03/Limited%20Emergency%20Authorization.pdf]

Sterigenics Limited Emergency Authorization [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-03/3%2725%20Limited%20Emergency%20Declaration.pdf]

-----

March 23, 2020

Consistent with county code and internal county procedures, Cobb County of�cials plan to allow Sterigenics to conduct previously-delayed negative air pressure testing on their building.   This test does not involve

the use of ethylene oxide and is not a prelude to the facility re-opening.

“We recognize that Sterigenics could assist the community in combating COVID 19,” said County Manager Rob Hosack.  “However, several critical steps must be completed before Sterigenics can safely reopen and

comply with �re safety codes and other county ordinances as has been shared with Sterigenics.”

Sterigenics may conduct this testing in the next few days, the results of which will go to the state Environmental Protection Division of�cials who will then analyze the results.

Cobb County of�cials are waiting on the results of a third-party expert’s investigation into Sterigenics’ operation and how the facility can comply with the latest �re codes.

“We understand the gravity of the current situation,” Hosack said, “but we also need to ensure the safety of our residents and with that in mind we need to carefully move forward.”

-----

March 19, 2020

US FDA of�cials send a letter to Governor Kemp on Sterigenics and the �ght against COVID-19 virus.

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-04/show_temp.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-04/1.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-03/Boyce%20Statement%20Mar%2026.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-03/Limited%20Emergency%20Authorization.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-03/3%2725%20Limited%20Emergency%20Declaration.pdf
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US FDA [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-03/2020%2003-19%20fda_letter_re_sterigenics.pdf]

-----

February 27, 2020

Cobb County issues a statement regarding the ongoing investigation into Sterigenics' Certi�cate of Occupancy

There have been con�icting statements made about work going on at the Sterigenics facility and the current status of operations there.

Any work that has happened at the facility since construction permits were pulled in October of 2019 were tasks that do not require permitting.  Any business in the county is allowed to do routine maintenance on

their buildings in most cases without getting any permission from the county.

The air�ow testing Sterigenics requested last month was an operation that did not require permitting and did not involve the use of any ethylene oxide. 

Prior to the test, county of�cials and Sterigenics began a discussion about removing ethylene oxide from the facility and those discussions continue.  The air�ow test was subsequently canceled.  

The issues surrounding whether Sterigenics can store and use ethylene oxide at that site, and if so how much, is the subject of continuing work by a third-party expert.   That analysis has proven to be more complicated

than initially thought.  The results of the report will determine the path forward in regards to Sterigenics’ Certi�cate of Occupancy at that site and any pending construction permits.

Please remember that there are no current sterilization operations at the facility due to the actions of the county.  The safety of our residents is our utmost concern and we are taking every step possible to ensure

compliance with all applicable �re and building codes.  But it is a long and complicated process that continues.

-----

February 19, 2020

A scheduled air�ow/negative air pressure test at the Sterigenics facility on Olympic Industrial Drive will not happen Thursday as originally planned.  Of�cials with the state Environmental Protection Division reached

out to county of�cials seeking a new authorization for the test after receiving con�icting information about whether further permitting or inspections were needed.  County Manager Rob Hosack indicated it would

take some time to speci�cally address the concerns. 

The planned test did not involve the use of ethylene oxide and was not a prelude to the company resuming operations.  The test addressed issues with state environmental emissions regulations per a consent order. 

Work between Sterigenics and an independent third-party engineering �rm to address �re code and safety issues with Cobb County continues.  The third-party expert has not yet generated a report and there is no

timetable for completion of the highly-technical report. Both parties are still trading information as part of that investigation. No sterilization is occurring at the facility.  

Cobb Chairman Mike Boyce expressed frustration with the situation and reiterated residents need to be noti�ed farther in advance before any action at the plant takes place.

Commissioner Bob Ott, who represents the area in District 2, released the following statement:

I found out late last night about the proposed testing by Sterigenics.  I immediately reached out to the Governor’s of�ce to get EPD to stop this testing and force Sterigenics to comply with county rules and codes. 

Although the testing involves a test of the negative pressure system of the facility and is not using any ethylene oxide, it is unacceptable for Sterigenics to proceed without approval or permits from the county and the

state.

Through the efforts of the governor’s of�ce and with coordination of Ga EPD the testing has been canceled pending Sterigenics obtaining the necessary permit and inspections of the negative pressure system.  I will

continue to keep you informed of the situation as it progresses.

---

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2020-03/2020%2003-19%20fda_letter_re_sterigenics.pdf


/

Georgia Environmental Protection Division has postponed a planned negative air pressure test at the Sterigenics facility.  Information from EPD:

Original:

On October 9, 2019, EPD issued a letter to Sterigenics outlining testing protocols that must be ful�lled prior to issuance of a permit,  https://epd.georgia.gov/sterigenics-us-llc

[https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepd.georgia.gov%2Fsterigenics-us-

llc&data=02%7C01%7CKevin.Chambers%40dnr.ga.gov%7C33c1f089a2d9493ca2b708d7b54e08c6%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C637177219095140853&sdata=W8qtdvZi2xlw7Rc2W

That letter requires Sterigenics to obtain necessary approvals from Cobb County prior to any testing activity. 

On February 14, 2020, Sterigenics noti�ed EPD that Sterigenics will be conducting the �ow and pressure testing of the negative pressure system on February 20, 2020.  This is in reference to Condition #5 in the

October 9th letter, “Demonstrate that the Indoor Air System enclosure meets 100% capture.”  This test does not include the use of ethylene oxide.    

EPD is seeking con�rmation from Cobb County that Sterigenics has the necessary county approvals to conduct this testing.   

Update:

We are waiting on word from Cobb County that all necessary approvals have been met.  We don’t expect that today, so the testing will not occur tomorrow.

---

February 18, 2020

We are aware that Sterigenics plans a test of a system that does not require the use of ethylene oxide.  This test is being done to ful�ll state requirements and will not involve the use of ethylene oxide. 

Cobb County will not allow Sterigenics to resume the use of ethylene oxide for any purpose until the County has completed all of its Public Safety diligence.  

This does not change anything about the current work of the third-party expert investigating Sterigenics occupancy status at that facility, and the county’s belief that a “high hazard” status is warranted.  That work

continues and Sterigenics currently does not have the county’s approval to resume operations.

---

February  4, 2020

In response to some inquiries, the work involving an independent third party and Sterigenics over �re code issues is continuing.  No report has been generated yet as that expert continues to request more information

from the company.

---

December 2, 2019

In reference to some recent questions about activity at the Sterigenics facility on Olympic Industrial Drive. 

Cobb County of�cials are aware that workers are �nishing some minor modi�cations to their facility. This work involves the building’s HVAC system and is necessary to allow for future inspections of the facility.  The

company and county of�cials have been in contact concerning the work.  Work to sort out issues surrounding the facility’s Certi�cate of Occupancy continues.  

The facility has not been cleared to resume operations.

-----

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepd.georgia.gov%2Fsterigenics-us-llc&data=02%7C01%7CKevin.Chambers%40dnr.ga.gov%7C33c1f089a2d9493ca2b708d7b54e08c6%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C637177219095140853&sdata=W8qtdvZi2xlw7Rc2W4ZUYngX9MrQal002ucWvioQ1DM%3D&reserved=0
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October 25, 2019

FDA releases statement on the availability of certain medical devices.

CLICK HERE to read [https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/statement-concerns-medical-device-availability-due-certain-sterilization-facility-closures]

-----

October 21, 2019

Joint Medical Organizations issue statement on ETO use and supply of medical devices.

ETO Joint Medical Societies Comment Letter 10/21/19 [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/ETO-joint-medical-societies-comment-letter-10-21-19.pdf]

-----

October 13, 2019

County responds to Alston and Bird October 10 letter.

2019 10-11 County reply to Alston Bird re Sterigenics [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-

11%20County%20reply%20to%20Alston%20Bird%20re%20Sterigenics.pdf]

County outlines requirements for Certi�cate of Occupancy.

2019 10-11 Cobb letter to Pond Constructors re permit [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-

11%20Cobb%20letter%20to%20Pond%20Constructors%20re%20permit.pdf]

-----

October 10, 2019

The law �rm representing Sterigenics sends a letter to Cobb County, replying to October 1st letter.

Alston Bird Letter to Cobb Co [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-10%20Alston%20Bird%20Letter%20to%20Cobb%20County_0.pdf]

-----

October 9 2019

Georgia EPD sends Sterigenics letter requesting more information and testing of modi�cation plans.

GA EPD Letter to Sterigenics [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-09%20epd_sterigenics_information_request.pdf]

-----

October 4, 2019

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/statement-concerns-medical-device-availability-due-certain-sterilization-facility-closures
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/ETO-joint-medical-societies-comment-letter-10-21-19.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-11%20County%20reply%20to%20Alston%20Bird%20re%20Sterigenics.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-11%20Cobb%20letter%20to%20Pond%20Constructors%20re%20permit.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-10%20Alston%20Bird%20Letter%20to%20Cobb%20County_0.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-09%20epd_sterigenics_information_request.pdf
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Sterigenics reacts to recent EPD investigation into suspected release.

Sterigenics Reaction to EPD [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-

04%20Sterigenics%20Comment%20on%20EPD%20Investigation%2010.3.19%20FINAL.pdf]

-----

October 3, 2019

Georgia Environmental Protection Division releases a report on a suspected release of ethylene oxide this summer.

https://cts.gaepd.org/Public/ComplaintDetails/91046 [https://cts.gaepd.org/Public/ComplaintDetails/91046 ]  

-----

October 1, 2019

Marietta, GA - Oct 1 | Cobb County of�cials delivered a letter to attorneys representing Sterigenics this afternoon, outlining the steps and procedures needed for the approval of construction permits and a change in

the facility’s occupancy status.

Download the letter:

Cobb Letter to Sterigenics [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-01%20County%20Letter%20to%20Sterigenics.pdf]

-----

September 26, 2019

Commissioner: Cobb Requires Sterigenics to Remain Shut Down Pending Review 

Fire Marshal’s change of Occupancy Status likely to bring new requirements

Marietta - Sept 26 |  District 2 Commissioner Bob Ott says county of�cials will send Sterigenics a formal notice mandating that the company remain shut down during a review of the permitting process and �re

protection standards.

“The review is fairly technical,” Commissioner Ott said, “so what the Fire Marshal is doing is bringing in an outside consultant per the National Fire Protection Standards (FPS) and that person will help the county

determine exactly what the �re protection standards need to be and that will be passed on to Sterigenics.”

Ott believes the reviews could take several weeks.  Sterigenics voluntarily shut down in late August to begin work on installing advanced equipment to reduce their emissions of ethylene oxide.  The chemical is used in

a medical sterilization process but has recently been classi�ed as a carcinogen by the EPA.

Ott said the Fire Marshal noticed the company’s occupancy status was outdated when they recently applied for a construction permit.  The change to an “industrial” status could bring with it additional code

requirements that could apply to Sterigenics.

An Oversight Committee compromised of members from Smyrna, Cobb County, and the City of Atlanta formed to conduct independent air testing around the plant.  Smyrna Mayor Max Bacon, the committee’s chair,

said today the testing effort will remain paused until Sterigenics resumes operations.

View some of Commissioner Ott's comments here [https://youtu.be/Ijv9xLSW2Og]

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-04%20Sterigenics%20Comment%20on%20EPD%20Investigation%2010.3.19%20FINAL.pdf
https://cts.gaepd.org/Public/ComplaintDetails/91046
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-10/2019%2010-01%20County%20Letter%20to%20Sterigenics.pdf
https://youtu.be/Ijv9xLSW2Og
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-----

September 24, 2019

Southern Environmental Law Center �ling on the EPD's air quality permit application approval.

SELC Filing [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-09/2019%2009-12%20SELC%20Comments%20-%20Sterigenics%20Air%20Permit_0.pdf]

-----

September 20, 2019

Cobb County's Development and Inspections Division has placed a hold on Sterigenic's construction permit as it investigates the company's occupancy status at its facility on Olympic Industrial.  The recent

application listed a change in the status which could require additional regulations over the facility.  The review of the permit and status is ongoing.

----- 

September 16, 2019

VIDEO UPDATE - The Oversight Committee formed to conduct independent air monitoring around Cobb’s Sterigenics plant received their �rst report today.  The environmental engineering company GHD briefed

the group on the �rst three days of testing. Watch the video to �nd out more. Some important details:

• The tests were conducted while the Sterigenics plant was NOT operating.

• 80% of the monitors positioned in Smyrna, Cobb, and Atlanta did NOT detect ethylene oxide.

• Those monitors that DID detect ethylene oxide matched what is considered “background” readings found in much of the country.

• Testing has paused but will resume after the Sterigenics facility resumes normal operation.

GHD Report [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-09/GHD_1.pdf]

VIDEO REPORT ON THE MEETING:

Click here for the video [https://youtu.be/bU3N_jWyy_c]

-----

September 9, 2019

The independent air testing effort has temporarily halted due to Sterigenics construction and operations shutdown.   Smyrna Fire Chief Roy Acree:  "In our efforts to conduct independent air sampling, we currently

have a full week of data. We will resume ambient air sampling after production resumes at Sterigenics."

-----

September 6, 2019

Sterigenics plans to expedite construction on emissions controlling measures, meaning production will largely be halted until next month.

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-09/2019%2009-12%20SELC%20Comments%20-%20Sterigenics%20Air%20Permit_0.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-09/GHD_1.pdf
https://youtu.be/bU3N_jWyy_c
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Sterigenics Statement on Construction Timing [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-09/2019%2009-05%20Sterigenics%20Construction%20Timing%20Update.pdf]

Cobb Statement: 

Smyrna, GA (September 6, 2019) -- Sterigenics of�cials had noti�ed the Smyrna - Cobb County - City of Atlanta oversight committee about their proposal to suspended production during construction work at their

facility this month.  The planned work is not expected to signi�cantly alter the task force’s work to independently monitor the air for ethylene oxide emissions.

Smyrna Mayor Max Bacon, who is chairing the Oversight Committee, said the Task Force conducting the testing had already made provisions for this situation.

“We’re aware of the operational shutdown at the facility,” Mayor Bacon said.  “The Task Force had already taken this into account during their planning and those involved assure us it will not negatively impact our

efforts.”

The Task Force, working with the �rm GHD Services, began positioning air monitors this week.  Smyrna, Cobb County, and the City of Atlanta have joined to form the effort to independently test the amount of

ethylene oxide in the air surrounding the Sterigenics facility.

News Report:

Governor Kemp's reaction to the construction timeline announcement. 

Read the story here [https://www.ajc.com/news/kemp-of�ce-criticizes-sterigenics-over-expedited-construction-plans/2dniZf9kcVqkMDwnrztxlL/]

Lawsuit Filed:

Click here to read a statement from State Sen. Jen Jordan [https://www.facebook.com/Jen4Ga/posts/2409942475953303 ]

-----

August 30, 2019

Sterigenics plans plant operation changes during construction:

"In order to expedite the installation of enhancements at its Atlanta facility, Sterigenics is altering production schedules at the facility to ensure timely execution on construction.  During this period, Sterigenics

periodically will shut down production and/or reduce production as construction needs dictate.   We are working with our customers during this period to minimize any impact on the supply of sterile medical products

to healthcare professionals and the patients who need them."

Cobb County statement responding to Sterigenics plan to alter production schedules:

"Sterigenics has agreed to provide the joint Smyrna/Cobb/Atlanta Oversight Committee with the dates and times of altered production schedules that could affect emissions and alter the Committee's intentions

when it comes to the timing of independent air testing.  The committee, working with the GHD company, will address the situation accordingly."

-----

August 27, 2019

Investigation ordered into July 31st incident at Sterigenics facility near Smyrna

A news report can be found here [https://www.ajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/breaking-state-opens-emergency-investigation-sterigenics/kwmmkBXV8IZFWn1eJKCtlL/]

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-09/2019%2009-05%20Sterigenics%20Construction%20Timing%20Update.pdf
https://www.ajc.com/news/kemp-office-criticizes-sterigenics-over-expedited-construction-plans/2dniZf9kcVqkMDwnrztxlL/
https://www.facebook.com/Jen4Ga/posts/2409942475953303
https://www.ajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/breaking-state-opens-emergency-investigation-sterigenics/kwmmkBXV8IZFWn1eJKCtlL/
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Governor Kemp:  Investigation opened into July 31st incident at the Sterigenics facility.

Statement is here [https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1166469075444408321]

Sterigenics statement on July 31st incident.

Sterigenics statement on July 31st ()

Commissioner Bob Ott's comments on July 31st incident 

Watch them here [https://youtu.be/mC2ot6MeBmM]

-----

August 23, 2019

WABE:  Georgia Lawmaker Calls For Investigation Into EPD’s Handling Of Ethylene Oxide

Story link is here [https://www.wabe.org/georgia-lawmaker-calls-for-investigation-into-epds-handling-of-ethylene-oxide/?fbclid=IwAR1r7gs7xRoBOxtfAn_M7mKIcf4BAguKbAMX3XrKadozyGaLePb544F0X2o]

-----

August 22, 2019

The president of Sterigenics is expected to address the Cobb County Board of Commissioners during a Work Session on Monday, August 26 at 1:30 pm.  The meeting is the BOC Room at 100 Cherokee Street.  You can

watch the meeting live on CobbTV or stream it later at www.youtube.com/cobbcountygovt [http://www.youtube.com/cobbcountygovt].

Chairman Boyce on Monday:  https://youtu.be/yaT4uUE0zfA [https://youtu.be/yaT4uUE0zfA]

-----

August 21, 2019

Governor Kemp issues a statement after meeting with Sterigenics of�cials.

Read that statement here [https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1163938729200889856]

-----

August 20, 2019

The Smyrna/Cobb County/Atlanta committee formed to conduct independent air testing holds its �rst formal meeting.

Read more HERE [https://www.cobbcounty.org/communications/news/air-quality-oversight-committee-holds-initial-meeting-gets-update-air-testing]

-----

August 20, 2019

https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1166469075444408321
https://www.cobbcounty.org/communications/news/latest-sterigenics-plant-situation
https://youtu.be/mC2ot6MeBmM
https://www.wabe.org/georgia-lawmaker-calls-for-investigation-into-epds-handling-of-ethylene-oxide/?fbclid=IwAR1r7gs7xRoBOxtfAn_M7mKIcf4BAguKbAMX3XrKadozyGaLePb544F0X2o
http://www.youtube.com/cobbcountygovt
https://youtu.be/yaT4uUE0zfA
https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1163938729200889856
https://www.cobbcounty.org/communications/news/air-quality-oversight-committee-holds-initial-meeting-gets-update-air-testing
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Watch the August 19, 2019 Community Meeting on Sterigenics at the following link.

VIDEO link here [https://youtu.be/FoB7q9FXcGU]

-----

August 19, 2019

City of Atlanta has issued a statement on participating on independent air testing.

Atlanta statement on testing [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-19%20Atlanta%20Statement%20on%20Testing.pdf]

-----

August 17, 2019

Governor Brian Kemp statement on Sterigenics situation.

https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1162480971301773314 [https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1162480971301773314]

-----

August 16, 2019

Georgia EPD announces the start of air testing near Sterigenics and a second facility.  Cobb County leaders say this will NOT change the plan to hire an independent �rm to do air testing in the county.

GA EPD release on monitoring 2019 08-16 [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-

16%20Georgia%20EPD%20to%20Monitor%20Air%20Quality%20in%20Covington%20and%20Smyrna%20for%20Ethylene%20Oxide_0.pdf]

-----

August 15, 2019

The EPA has posted a meeting agenda for the Community Meeting Monday night.  Click the link to view it.

EPA Meeting Agenda [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-15%20Community%20Meeting%20Agenda%20from%20EPA.pdf]

Community Meeting Agenda (EPA)

Remember, you can ask questions at the Open House that begins at 5 p.m.  Questions for the 7 p.m. meeting will need to be submitted via their website.  Scroll down just a bit for that link.

-----

August 15, 2019

Of�cials from the City of Atlanta have indicated an interest in joining the independent air testing agreement that Smyrna and Cobb County are already working on.  However, more details must be worked out before

Atlanta joins the effort.

City of Atlanta letter [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-13%20City%20of%20Atlanta%20letter%20on%20testing.pdf]

https://youtu.be/FoB7q9FXcGU
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-19%20Atlanta%20Statement%20on%20Testing.pdf
https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1162480971301773314
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-16%20Georgia%20EPD%20to%20Monitor%20Air%20Quality%20in%20Covington%20and%20Smyrna%20for%20Ethylene%20Oxide_0.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-15%20Community%20Meeting%20Agenda%20from%20EPA.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-13%20City%20of%20Atlanta%20letter%20on%20testing.pdf
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-----

August 13, 2019

More information on the August 19 Community Meeting and how to ask questions at the forum:

Sterigenics Smyrna Facility: Open House and Community Meeting

Related Information

Sterigenics Smyrna facility background information [https://www.epa.gov/smyrna-eto/background-information-sterigenics-smyrna-georgia-facility]

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 4, in coordination with the Georgia Environmental Protection Division, will host an open house and community meeting, on August 19, 2019, at the Cobb County

Civic Center.  

Monday, August 19, 2019 

Cobb County Civic Center 

548 South Marietta Pkwy SE, Marietta, GA 30060

Open House:  5:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.

The open house will be from 5:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. followed immediately by the community meeting from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

The open house will provide an opportunity for individuals to talk one-on-one with staff from U.S. EPA and other agencies, along with representatives of community organizations, about their concerns related to

ethylene oxide.

Community Forum:  7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

The community meeting will feature a series of presentations from federal and state agencies that have been examining issues related to ethylene oxide from the Sterigenics facility. Staff from U.S. EPA and other

agencies will provide updates on their work.

Submit a Question to be Addressed at the Public Meeting by going to:

Sterigenics Smyrna Facility: Open House and Community Meeting –

www.epa.gov/smyrna-eto/forms/sterigenics-smyrna-facility-open-house-and-community-meeting [http://www.epa.gov/smyrna-eto/forms/sterigenics-smyrna-facility-open-house-and-community-meeting]

-----

August 13, 2019

The Cobb County Board of Commissioners approved an agenda item today to hire an independent company to take air samples around the Sterigenics facility.  GHD is the company that did the testing around the

Sterigenics facility in Illinois.  See below for the company's proposal for testing.  The City of Smyrna will consider the partnership on Monday.  The City of Atlanta has been asked to participate as well.  Once approved

the testing could start in a matter of weeks.

-----

August 12, 2109

https://www.epa.gov/smyrna-eto/background-information-sterigenics-smyrna-georgia-facility
http://www.epa.gov/smyrna-eto/forms/sterigenics-smyrna-facility-open-house-and-community-meeting
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Cobb's Board of Commissioners will consider a proposal to partner with the city of Smyrna to have a company called GHD do independent air quality testing near the Sterigenics plant.  The proposal will be considered

during the Tuesday morning Board meeting which can be viewed live on the CobbTV networks (including www.youtube.com/cobbcountygovt [https://www.youtube.com/cobbcountygovt]).

Air Testing Proposal [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/11198611%20Proposal%20for%20Industrial%20Hygiene%20Services_Acree-2019-08-08.pdf]

-----

August 9, 2019

State Rep. Teri Anulewicz releases latest on Sterigenics situation with new updates.

Rep Anulewicz Sterigenics Update 8-9-19 [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/Teri%20Anulewicz%20Sterigenics%20UPDATE.pdf]

-----

August 7, 2019

Cobb Leaders Join Smyrna Effort to Test Air Near Sterilization Plant 

An Oversight Committee will seek experts to do independent testing

Smyrna, GA - August 6, 2019 |  Cobb County leaders say they’ll accept an invitation from Smyrna’s mayor to join an effort to conduct independent air testing near a medical sterilization plant in District 2.   Smyrna

Mayor Max Bacon asked County Manager Rob Hosack and Commissioners Bob Ott and Lisa Cupid to join an Oversight Committee that will include residents, business leaders and others from both the city and

county.

The effort comes after a report raised concerns about Ethylene Oxide released from the Sterigenics Plant off Atlanta Road.  The EPA considers Ethylene Oxide a cancer-causing chemical, but Georgia’s Environmental

Protection Division has said Sterigenics is “in compliance with current federal requirements for control of ethylene oxide emissions.”

“We need to make sure the community is protected, that people are safe,” said Mayor Bacon.  “The key is getting this going, getting the air tested and see where we go from there.”

The committee will include city and county of�cials, health experts, and other local stakeholders who will work with an Independent Air Quality Task Force of private technology experts to quickly implement a plan to

test the air near Sterigenics and analyze the results.

A small group met with representatives of GHD, the company who did independent testing around the Sterigenics plant in Willowbrook, Illinois.  The company said testing could be set up in a few weeks, with some

initial results a few weeks after that.  The committee will also reach out to of�cials in Atlanta to see if they would like to expand testing there.

“This is a great opportunity for the City of Smyrna and Cobb County to work together to give residents what they’ve been asking for; independent testing,” said Cobb Commissioner Bob Ott.  “This quick action shows

the great relationship between the city and county.”

-----

August 7, 2019

Smyrna announces Oversight Committee and Task Force to implement independent air quality testing near the plant.

READ MORE on City of Smyrna website [https://www.smyrnaga.gov/Home/Components/News/News/1535/951]

-----

https://www.youtube.com/cobbcountygovt
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/11198611%20Proposal%20for%20Industrial%20Hygiene%20Services_Acree-2019-08-08.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/Teri%20Anulewicz%20Sterigenics%20UPDATE.pdf
https://www.smyrnaga.gov/Home/Components/News/News/1535/951
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August 5, 2019

Of�cials announce an Open House will precede the August 19th Community Meeting.  Doors of the Cobb County Civic Center will open in time for the 5:00 p.m. Open House.  It will include booths from the evening's

participants and give residents opportunities to ask questions before the 7 p.m. Community Meeting.

-----

August 2, 2019

Georgia EPD release on approval of plan to reduce emissions from Sterigenics.

Georgia EPD Release on Emissions [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-

02%20Update%20from%20Georgia%20EPD%20Regarding%20Ethylene%20Oxide%2008022019.pdf]

-----

August 2, 2019

Governor Brian Kemp releases a brief statement on Sterigenics.

Read it here [https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1157038491282366464]

-----

August 2, 2019

Senator Jen Jordan asks EPA for monitoring of the area around Sterigenics.

Sen Jordan EPA Letter [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2007-31%20Sen%20Jordan%20Letters%20to%20EPA.pdf]

-----

August 2, 2019

Senator Jen Jordan sends letters to the Governor and Attorney General.

Read them by clicking here [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2007-31%20Sen%20Jordan%20Letters%20to%20Gov%20AG.pdf]

-----

August 1, 2019

Congressman David Scott calls on Sterigenics to suspend operations in Georgia.

His statement is here [https://davidscott.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398263]

-----

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2008-02%20Update%20from%20Georgia%20EPD%20Regarding%20Ethylene%20Oxide%2008022019.pdf
https://twitter.com/GovKemp/status/1157038491282366464
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2007-31%20Sen%20Jordan%20Letters%20to%20EPA.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-08/2019%2007-31%20Sen%20Jordan%20Letters%20to%20Gov%20AG.pdf
https://davidscott.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398263
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August 1, 2019

Sterigenics has put up a website with their information and updates.  It is located at;

www.sterigenicsatlanta.com [http://www.sterigenicsatlanta.com]

-----

July 31, 2019

Commissioner Bob Ott has announced a new, county Community Meeting on Sterigenics that will be;

Monday, August 19th at 7:00 pm 

Cobb County Civic Center 

548 South Marietta Pkwy SE, Marietta

That meeting will feature federal EPA of�cials, as well as others from the Georgia EPD and the CDC. 

"Cobb County will also partner with the City of Smyrna to do independent testing and monitoring in the area," said Commission Ott who expects to introduce an agenda item at the Board's August 13th meeting.  

-----

July 31, 2019

Video from Tuesday night's community meeting on Sterigenics has been posted at https://youtu.be/d8zhQKECxXU [https://youtu.be/d8zhQKECxXU]

-----

July 30, 2019

The EPA has a link on their website for information on ethylene oxide. 

Click here for more information [https://www.epa.gov/hazardous-air-pollutants-ethylene-oxide]

-----

July 25, 2019

State EPD of�cials today released a statement on the situation surrounding the Sterigenics Facility near Smyrna. 

Read their comments here. [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-07/Georgia_EPD_Statement_Ethylene_Oxide.pdf]

-----

July 24, 2019

Arrangements are being made for a public meeting concerning this situation and state, county, and local municipal of�cials are working on getting with Sterigenics of�cials to discuss the present and future operations

there.  We will post information here on the latest when we get the details.

http://www.sterigenicsatlanta.com/
https://youtu.be/d8zhQKECxXU
https://www.epa.gov/hazardous-air-pollutants-ethylene-oxide
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-07/Georgia_EPD_Statement_Ethylene_Oxide.pdf
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Some documents obtained today are below;

 Sterigenics releases statements

CLICK HERE for release from Sterigenics about Cobb County facility [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-

07/Sterigenics%20Comments%20on%20Atlanta%20Facility%20Operations%20072319_0.pdf]

CLICK HERE for a letter from Sterigenics to the Old Ivy Homeowners Association [https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-

07/Letter%20to%20Manor%20at%20Olde%20Ivy%20Homeowners%20Association%20072319_0.pdf]

CLICK HERE for Commissioner Ott's Comments on Sterigenics Tuesday night [https://youtu.be/vTEQJopQUTI?t=12170]

-----

July 23, 2019

Statement from State Senator Jen Jordan on Sterigenics

As I indicated yesterday, disturbing reporting by Georgia Health News and WebMD revealed that Georgia’s Environmental Protected Division (“EPD”) has kept the public in the dark about an elevated cancer risk

caused by the emission of ethylene oxide in the metro-Atlanta area.

This morning, with Rep. Erick Allen, I spoke with the President of Sterigenics and he has represented to me that the company will be submitting an application to Georgia EPD within 7 to 14 days that will seek EPD's

approval for Sterigenics to install new emissions-reducing technology in its Cobb County plant that the company believes will signi�cantly reduce emissions and bring down any emissions to an acceptable level.

If its application is approved by EDP, Sterigenics believes that the installation of the new emissions-reducing technology would then take approximately 12 weeks to complete. The company has said that it would put

out a formal statement by the end of the day. Rep. Allen and I will post the statement once we have it in hand.

To be clear, these initial overtures are welcome, but they are just the beginning and will not cut off my of�ce's efforts to ensure that the people that live in my district are not being harmed. I know that there is a lot of

troubling information out there, but just know that we are working to get answers and solutions.

-----

July 23, 2019

Commissioner Bob Ott’s of�ce has reached out to state Environmental Protection Division of�cials after residents expressed concern about a medical equipment facility operating in a nearby Heavy Industrial area.

A recently-published article indicated the Sterigenics facility off Atlanta Road near the Chattahoochee River emits a gas that has been linked to cancer.  

“The county understands the concerns of people who live in the area,” said Commissioner Ott.  “Both my assistant and others with the county have had multiple conversations with Georgia EPD of�cials since the

article came out and want to make sure the state is doing everything it can to monitor emissions from the plant.”

Ott’s of�ce con�rmed the Sterigenics facility is operating legally in an area zoned for heavy industrial use.  The company did not receive any incentives or tax breaks to locate there.

Georgia EPD of�cials tell us the company is currently in compliance with state regulations and has told them they are installing additional emission controls at their own cost.

The concerns were raised not because the plant is releasing more ethylene oxide gas, but because the US Environmental Protection Agency recently identi�ed the gas as a carcinogen.  State EPD of�cials told

Commissioner Ott’s of�ce that since that change, new testing and analysis has been underway with results expected in the next few months.

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-07/Sterigenics%20Comments%20on%20Atlanta%20Facility%20Operations%20072319_0.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-west-2/prod/2019-07/Letter%20to%20Manor%20at%20Olde%20Ivy%20Homeowners%20Association%20072319_0.pdf
https://youtu.be/vTEQJopQUTI?t=12170
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“Even though the state has authority in monitoring emissions coming from the plant, I think it is important the county makes sure residents in the area get their questions answered and are briefed on any new results

as soon as possible,” Ott said.
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